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By Ch r i s t i n a al l e n
Herald Reporter
The Sigma Alpha Epsilon fra-
ternity is breaking in a new home.
The move-in comes within 
months of the two-year anni-
versary of the fire that devoured 
their old house in April 2005.
And the person or people 
responsible might be sitting 
comfortably at home, too.
Campus police and fraternity 
members aren’t sure the person 
or people responsible will ever 
be captured.
Police have nowhere to turn 
when all information about a 
crime such as the SAE house 
fire has been investigated and 
there are no new leads. 
Until new information aris-
es, the case is dubbed cold, and 
investigation stops.
“Once you run out of leads 
and detectives have reviewed all 
the information, a case has run 
its course,” Public Information 
Officer Mike Dowell said.
There are currently no sus-
pects in the SAE case, and 
investigation has stopped 
because the police have 
exhausted all leads. 
Campus Police Detective 
Brian Ward said many students 
withhold information about 
crimes because they think it 
might not be important.
Students might also choose 
not to report information 
because they know of a friend 
who was involved in the crime, 
Ward said.  
Ward said there were sev-
eral cases of  theft in dorms that 
happened before winter break 
that haven’t been solved.
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Staff council wants computer 





Report: Some GPAs would drop
By ni n a Bo s k e n
Herald reporter
A 91 percent and a 98 percent are both A’s.
But that might change with the possible 
implementation of plus/minus grading.
A recent study showed that more students’ 
grade point averages would suffer from the sys-
tem than be helped.
University Senate’s Committee on Academic 
Quality recently finished a report studying 
grades with the system.
Overall, there was a 12.8 percent GPA gain 
and a 33.1 percent GPA loss.
Of the students participating in the study, 36 
percent with a 4.0 GPA would have lost that 
average with plus/minus grading.
One percent of students would have lost 
financial aid, and 1 percent of student athletes 
would have lost eligibility.
The senate will discuss the report Thursday, but 
the Board of Regents must approve any changes.
The study took place from spring 2005 until 
summer 2006, not including winter terms.
Honors students would have remained eligibile.
Incoming freshman in 2008 will be graded 
under the system if it is approved. 
S e e  P l u S / M i n u S ,  P a g e  7
By su s i e la u n
Herald Reporter
Minimum wage employees are a step closer 
to earning more money.
State House Speaker Jody Richards, D-
Bowling Green, said a bill for minimum wage 
increase should come to the House floor in the 
next couple of weeks.
Earlier in the state legislative session, four 
bills were filed pertaining to a minimum wage 
increase, but none have been passed.
The U.S. Senate passed a minimum wage 
increase Feb. 1. The bill went back to the House 
of Representatives for revisions and a second 
vote.
President Bush will approve or veto the bill 
if the House passes it.
The federal bill would increase the minimum 
wage to $7.25 after about two years.
S e e  W a g e ,  P a g e  6
Leads freeze in Western 
cold case investigations
SAE house fire case still unsolved





By el i z a B e t h Wo r s t e r
Herald reporter
Coming to college means living 
within their means for some students 
and employees.
Some students prefer eating on 
meal plans while some rely on get-
ting groceries to save cash and be 
healthy.
When the Herald compared prices 
of selected items from dining services 
to prices at Wal-Mart and Kroger, most 
food was cheaper at the grocery stores.
A Big Sirloin Gold Burger in the 
Garrett Food Court is $4.49. A pound 
of hamburger is $2.58 at Wal-Mart 
for a small package of ground beef. 
It’s 88 cents for eight hamburger 
buns and extra for the fixings. 
At Bene Pizza and Pasta in 
Garrett, a slice of cheese pizza is 
$2.59, the price for a whole frozen 
pizza at Kroger is $2.50.
Western community members can 
use meal plans at eight campus loca-
tions and pay for the meals at the 
beginning of each semester. 
Henderson junior Chris Byrne said 
he doesn’t get groceries. He eats on his 
meal plan, which includes 14 meals 
each week and 250 meal plan dollars.  
Byrne said he doesn’t get tired of the 
meal selections on campus.
It’s easier for him to grab some-
thing to eat on campus since he’s 
often already there and the food 
options change every day at the Fresh 
Food Company. 
Getting a meal plan can offer 
limited choices without meat for 
some vegetarians and international 
students.
S e e  D o l l a r S ,  P a g e  6




Toppers beat rival MTSU after 
losing two page 10
Courtney Hergesheimer/Herald
Campus Police Officer Dominic Ossello writes out a speeding ticket while Officer Robert 
Boyden calls in information on Feb. 1.
page 1B















77 cents per 
pound
Bag of stir-fried 
vegetables
$2.39




















Two and half 
servings
Dollars & Sense
Food shopping saves students big bucks
The Herald compared the 
items pictured above to store-
bought equivalent meals. The 
prices above are how much 
the items cost at Kroger. The 
following is the cost of meals 
at Fresh Food Company:





$4.40 for breakfast 
$5.40 for lunch 
$6.40 for dinner
Big Red Dollars: 
$4.90 for breakfast 
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Azar Nafisi:
The Republic of the Imagination
Tuesday, February 13, 2007
7:30 p.m. Van Meter Auditorium
2006-2007 Cultural Enhancement Series Presents
“In this day and age when politics are paramount, 
... I’d like to propose that there is such a thing as 
the Republic of the Imagination.  It is ... a place 
where we can truly know freedom.”
Author of Reading Lolita in Tehran: A Memoir in Books, Dr. 
Nafisi is a visiting fellow at the Johns Hopkins University’s 
School of Advanced International Studies. This lecture is 
co-sponsored by the Women’s Studies Program’s Catherine 
Coogan Ward Visiting Professorship.
Free and open to the public.









We are currently filling all positions at our new restaurant 
at 300 Cumberland Trace Rd, Bowling Green, KY 42103 




• Opportunity for Advancement
Now H
iring
For interview times call (270)-745-7171 or email us at Jobs@Ilovecatfish.com
121303-07 WKU Adrenaline AD  1/30/07  4:55 PM  Page 1 Ken Bickel Brown Disk 74.5:HH100ME/WKU Adrenaline AD Mod:
Ranking of “Henry Potty 
and the Pet Rock: An 
Unauthorized Harry 
Potter Parody.”
The sales rank of “Harry 
Potter and the Deathly 









u Delta Sigma Pi: “Meet the Chapter” 
with Bowling and Pizza, 7 p.m. today, 
Downing University Center, fourth floor
u Milk hauler training, 9 a.m. today, 
Agricultural Exposition Center
u Nashville Career Fairs, 10 a.m. 
today, Tennessee State Fairgrounds
u Sexual Responsibility Week in 
DUC, featuring Dave Tamkin, acoustic 
singer/songwriter, 11:30 a.m. today; 
informational booths offering free HIV 
testing, 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. today and 
tomorrow.
u Men’s basketball vs. Florida Atlantic, 
7 p.m. tomorrow, Diddle Arena
u Valentine’s Day dance featuring 
the WKU Jazz Band, 7:30 p.m. 




Pearce-Ford Tower, reported 
assault in the fourth degree 
on Feb. 10 in the Pearce-Ford 
lot. 
uJoshua E. McDaniel, 
Barnes-Campbell Hall, 
reported a burglary in the 
second degree on Feb. 8 
when he noticed his black 
iPod missing from his dorm 
room. The value of the theft 
was $234.
uPolice responded to a 
fire alarm on the fifth floor 
of Minton Hall on Feb. 3. 
The alarm was set off by 
smoke from burned ham-
burger in the kitchen. No 
property was damaged.
Arrests
uAndrew T. Dondeville, 
College Street, was arrested 
in his home on charges of 
drunk and disorderly con-
duct on Feb. 11. He was 
released from Warren 
County Regional Jail the 
same day on a $1,000 unse-
cured bond.
uDwight B. Barrington, 
Louisville, was arrested 
on charges of disregarding 
a stop sign and operating 
on a suspended license on 
Feb. 9 on Creason Street 
and University Boulevard. 
He was released from 
Warren County jail the 
same day on a $340 cash 
bond.
uJason B. Reeves, 
Shelby, Ala., was arrested 
on charges of careless driv-
ing and aggravated driv-
ing under the influence on 
Feb. 9 on College Heights 
Boulevard, Creason Street 
and University Boulevard. 
He was released from 
Warren County jail the same 
day on a $1,000 unsecured 
bond. 
uPerry Charles Hooks, 
College Street, was arrest-
ed on charges of careless 
driving and driving under 
the influence on Feb. 10 on 
12th Avenue and Kentucky 
Street. He was released from 
Warren County jail the same 
day on a $1,000 unsecured 
bond.
uEdward A. Tunks, 
Prince Chapel Road, was 
arrested on charges of driv-
ing under the influence and 
careless driving on Feb. 10 
on Russellville Road. He 
was released from Warren 




“Wee-oop!” shouted Alyshia Anderson, a sophomore from Clarksville, Tenn., right, and Nashville senior Chiara Hurt, along 
with the sisters of Gamma Sigma Sigma National Service Sorority, as they practiced for a step show in Rodes-Harlin Hall on 
Monday night. 
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Like this poster? Download your own printable PDF version at campusdoor.com/posters
Because Aunt Joan needed more Botox®*.
She got a facelift, you got the tuition bill.
Not to worry: a Campus Door student loan can cover up to 100% of
your education costs, with online approval in less than a minute.
All without the painful side effects.
*Botox® is a registered trademark of  Allergan, Inc.
All loans are subject to credit approval. Programs, rates, terms and conditions are subject to change without notice. Other restrictions apply.
Trade/Servicemarks are the property of Campus Door Inc. and/or its affiliates. Lender is Lehman Brothers Bank, FSB. ©2006 Campus Door Inc. All
Rights Reserved. Equal Opportunity Lender.
Celebrate Valentine’s Day 
Tuesday, Wednesday 
@ DUC




Make Your own warm and Fuzzy!
       To Keep or give Away




Organizations missing out 
on aid opportunities
By Je s s i c a Va nWi n k l e
Herald reporter
Members of organizations 
usually love the idea of receiv-
ing money from the Student 
Government Association.
But some didn’t seem willing 
to follow the steps to get aid.
SGA wants to change that 
this semester.
President Jeanne Johnson 
wants SGA to change its con-
stitution to declare the admin-
istrative vice president as the 
organizational aid chairman.
She said the change will 
streamline program efforts and 
cut down on the number of 
problems.
SGA’s constitution states 
that students must vote on any 
changes made to it.
There are no definite plans 
for changing the constitution.
Administrative Vice 
President Cherieth Lineweaver 
said organizations must turn in 
application packets telling SGA 
about what their organizations 
do and why they need money.
SGA members then inter-
view with organization repre-
sentatives, Lineweaver said.
Executive Vice President 
Amanda Allen said the packets 
were due in September.
Between 20 and 30 organiza-
tions overlooked small details on 
the packets when SGA conduct-
ed the interviews in September 
and October, Lineweaver said.
SGA decided to proceed with 
the interviews, she said.
The only organizations SGA 
didn’t interview were those that 
left out important details or didn’t 
turn in packets, Allen said.
SGA members tried to call 
members of those organiza-
tions, but they still couldn’t get 
information, she said.
SGA decided to send money 
to the groups that had been 
interviewed because they had 
waited long enough, Allen said.
Lineweaver said about 13 to 
15 organizations never turned 
in packets.
SGA still hasn’t received 
information from those groups, 
Allen said.
“I felt it was irresponsible,” 
Allen said.
Johnson said electing some-
one to oversee organizational 
aid would prevent similar prob-
lems in the future.
Lineweaver, Allen and 
Johnson couldn’t produce the 
names of the organizations that 
didn’t turn in information at the 
time this article was printed.
Reach Jessica VanWinkle 
at news@wkuherald.com.
In response to the editorial that appeared 
last Tuesday, I assert that, in any way, at 
any level, the card-reader system would 
improve nothing in the halls and erode 
resident safety.
First, lost keys? By combining keys 
with ID cards, residents can conveniently 
lose both at once. It costs $20 to replace 
an ID, and do we really believe that if an 
“unlock” power was placed on the IDs, 
they wouldn’t cost more? These thoughts 
share the company of questions regarding 
hall-to-hall moves, not having the oppor-
tunity to find a lost ID, and crashing the 
server by having activation on TopNet, as 
one should deactivate it immediately.
These aside, I argue with the senseless 
suggestion, shrouded in Tuesday’s paper 
in the highly ignorant illustration of the 
“doughnut-eating cops” stereotype, that 
campus police should stop patrolling, as 
the card-reader system would more likely 
cause an increase in the need for patrols.
My biggest concern is the claim that 
monitoring non-hall students would be 
easy and showing IDs unnecessary. Are we 
proposing ridding the halls of the check-in 
process or showing IDs at the front desk?
One does not need an ID in a resi-
dence hall room, it’s not inconvenient to 
hand it over, and it’s convenient to have 
the necessary information accessible at 
the desk should anything happen or the 
police inquire during one of their necessary 
patrols. If the opinion was, by no elabora-
tion, attempting to refer to card readers at 
front desks in which guests would scan 
their ID to check-in — implemented on 
some campuses — I only ask, what hap-
pens when the system crashes or the elec-
tricity goes out and we have no hard copy? 
In addition, because of front door readers, 
if residents didn’t have to show their ID 
at the desk, what prevents someone from 
entering on someone’s card and roaming 
the building with criminal intentions?
This policy is that of many other uni-
versities, and residents of the Western halls 
will, upon return from visiting other such 
campuses, comment on the lack of security 
elsewhere — that’s the truth, testimonial. 
Visit a friend at a university with this policy 
and you shall see waves of students enter-
ing the building, going unchecked, with no 
safety policies enforced — much like this 
campus looked in 2003, leading to horrific 
tragedy. If, however, every policy remains 
intact and keys simply switch to IDs, I see 
no improvement, no point. You have one 
key that works both in your room and in the 
front door, as well as every other necessary 
place in the hall; the plethora of keys for 
other things is not HRL’s “problem.”
Safety would not improve in the slight-
est. Is anyone truly ignorant enough to 
believe that petty crime in the residence 
halls, such as thievery, is committed by 
outsiders? It’s the roommate, the next-door 
neighbor, the neighbor’s guest; those are 
the facts — just ask campus police — if 
you can tear them away from that cartoon 
doughnut stand. No improvement, but some 
drawbacks. Beyond just losing your card, 
what if the system in the hall goes down? 
There’s an unlock buzzer at each front 
desk, frequently out of service; so what 
protects this massive system from glitches? 
Also, would each room have a card swipe? 
Safety common sense says yes; locked by 
swipe or automatically — causing more 
lock-outs? Would halls have copies of the 
card keys to unlock the door?
In light of all expense considerations, I 
think labeling this undertaking “expensive” 
is a gross understatement, especially con-
sidering it holds no real benefit. It provides 
no improvement to safety or convenience, 
while causing bountiful problems. The con-
sideration of this installation must cease.  
Megan Pond is a senior elementary edu-
cation major from Milwaukee.
The opinions expressed in this com-
mentary do not reflect the opinions of the 
Herald or the university.























































Bowling Green, Ky.  42101
SUBMISSIONS POLICY
The Herald encourages readers to write letters and commentaries on topics of 
public interest.  Here are a few guidelines:
 1. Letters should not exceed 250 words, and commentaries should be 500-600 words.
 2. Originality counts.  There’s no grade at stake here.  Please don’t submit plagiarized work.
 3. For verification, letters and commentaries must include your name, phone number, home     
     town  and classification or title.  YOUR WORK WILL NOT BE CONSIDERED FOR PUBLICATION   
     IF YOU FAIL TO PROVIDE THIS INFORMATION.
 4. If you choose to e-mail your letter or commentary, please do not send it as an e-mail 
     attachment.  We use Macintosh computers.
 5. Letters may not run in every edition due to space constraints.
 6. The Herald reserves the right to edit all letters for style, grammar, length and clarity.  The   
     Herald DOES NOT PRINT LIBELOUS LETTERS OR COMMENTARIES.
DISCLAIMER
The opinions expressed in this newspaper DO NOT reflect 
those of Western’s administration or of its employees.
EDITORIAL
Healthy foods need meal plan coverage
The Issue: Meal plans cover most of the fast food on campus, but some of the healthier items are individually priced.
Our view: Western needs to step up its promotion of nutritious eating by giving students on the meal plan more options.
Card readers will breed problems
      by Megan Pond
COMMENTARYHerald online poll results
What is your favorite thing
to eat on campus?
To participate, go to www.wkuherald.com. You also can 
voice your opinion on the Herald message boards and 



























News Editor Amber Coulter: 
news@wkuherald.com
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“Congress shall make no law … 
abridging the freedom of speech, 
or of the press …”
— First Amendment, U.S. Constitution
The Creed
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Like any responsible university, Western encourages its stu-dents to maintain a healthy 
diet. Students see signs encouraging 
them to try a salad or a fruit bowl 
when they drop by one of the campus 
dining facilities.
But for most students, especially 
those on a meal plan, nutritious eat-
ing comes at a higher price. Students 
who use the meal plan do not get the 
same discounts on healthy foods that 
they get on fast food and other less 
nutritious items.
While a bunch of grapes can be 
purchased inexpensively at any gro-
cery store, a cup of grapes at Garrett 
Food Court or Downing University 
Center Food Court costs an absurd 
$2.49. A similarly high price is 
attached to a cantaloupe cup, and a 
Caesar salad costs $4.59. 
A major problem with campus 
dining is that freshmen are required 
to use the meal plan. Although this 
may provide some financial benefits 
to Western, it gives the students less 
choice as to what they can eat.
Worse, students who get locked 
into using a meal plan that does not 
encourage healthy eating could adopt 
a habit of eating the same things 
repeatedly, a habit that might stay 
with them throughout their college 
years.
If Western wants to fight this prob-
lem, it needs to offer more healthy 
alternatives on the meal plan, or at 
least stop demanding freshmen use it. 
The latter would give students more 
responsibility in handling money, 
something essential for living in the 
real world. 
Healthy foods should be pack-
aged together on meal plans in the 
same way as fast foods. Students can 
buy hamburgers and fries for lunch 
inexpensively, as they are grouped 
together under the meal plan. Deli 
sandwiches and granola bars, how-
ever, are individually priced and have 
to be purchased separately.
This amounts to Western encour-
aging students to do one thing and 
then forcing them to do another. If 
students can buy a hamburger, fries 
and a soda on their meal plan, then 
they should be able to buy a deli 
sandwich, yogurt and juice for the 
same price.
One place on campus that gets it 
right is Fresh Food Company, which 
allows students to buy salads, fruit 
bowls and other healthy meals for the 
same price as hamburgers or pizza. It 
also provides them with more options 
as to exactly what they can buy.
Subway also offers students healthy 
alternatives. But eating at Subway or 
Fresh Food Company every day can 
get boring after awhile.
If students on the meal plan had 
more options at the food courts, they 
would dine at more places on campus, 
which could provide better business 
for the university anyway.
It’s not enough that students get a 
cardiovascular workout walking up 
and down the Hill. If Western is 
going to encourage better eating hab-
its, it must back up its rhetoric with 
action. Giving students more choices 
on the menu is a good start.
This editorial represents the major-
ity view of the Herald’s 10-member 
board of student editors.
30
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If you could buy a present 
for a teacher, what would it be?
“Cigarettes, because he 
smokes. He’d like it bet-
ter, and maybe take it 
easy on me.”
Louisville 
               
Amy Elliott                
junior
“A watch, because 





“A bottle of wine for my 
dance teacher, because 
he always says he needs 




“A datebook or orga-
nizer, because a lot of 
my teachers are having 
trouble keeping things 
together.”






 C    ME T 
When you have your   
Who needs a 
         Valentine?
GREAT ESCAPE 12GREENWOOD 10
              And watch the most 
thrilling and newest movies out!
Friends & MOVIES!
LOCATIONS2
2625 Scottsville Road 323 Great Escape Drive
www.greatescapetheatres.com





























C o n t i n u e d  f r o m  f r o n t  p a g e
“Take the string of thefts 
we had in December,” he said. 
“Sometimes people would wake 
up with somebody in their rooms 
and they’d go back to sleep.”
Ward said many of the 
intruders said they had wan-
dered into the wrong room, and 
victims hadn’t taken notice of 
anything until they discovered 
possessions missing. 
“You would be surprised at 
the number of reports we get 
where the crimes took place 
much earlier,” Ward said. 
Ward said he encourages 
anyone with information about 
a crime to come forward, even 
if it doesn’t seem significant. 
What may seem like an 
unimportant fact could be the 
difference between solving and 
not solving a case, he said.
Dowell said it’s frustrat-
ing for victims and officers 
when an investigation can’t 
continue because of a lack of 
information. 
“We don’t want to sit on 
cases,” he said. “We want to 
solve them.”
Randy Baize, a freshman 
from Evansville, Ind., reported 
his computer, hard drive and 
other equipment stolen on the 
last day of the fall semester. He 
said he hasn’t heard anything 
else from police.
“I don’t even think they 
care,” he said. “I feel like they 
don’t do enough.” 
Baize said there were leads 
he thinks the police didn’t 
investigate.
Henderson junior Wes 
Peckenpaugh was scheduled 
to move into the SAE house 
approximately two weeks before 
it caught fire. 
Peckenpaugh said he doubts 
he will ever find out who caused 
the fire.
“I just hope whoever did it 
lives with the grief of knowing 
that something terrible could 
have happened,” he said. 
The new SAE house was fin-
ished this semester. SAE alum-
ni, students and the Newman 
Center paid for the project.
Carro l l ton  Aaron 
Sutherland, a member of SAE, 
says he hopes whoever is 
responsible is caught, but he 
thinks the fraternity has risen 
above the circumstances.
“What they did sped up the 
process” in terms of the new 
house, he said, glancing around 
the SAE house. “It really helped 
out Greek life.”
Glasgow junior and SAE 
member Kellen Smith said he’s 
surprised that the investigation 
is at a standstill.
“I just can’t believe that 
there’s been no more informa-
tion,” he said.
He was asleep in the SAE 
house when the fire took place.
He said the person responsi-
ble should be punished, but the 
chance of finding the criminal’s 
identity is slim.
“There’s zero chance, basi-
cally,” he said. “They did say 
in cases like these, it could take 
years before someone comes 
forward, so you could look at it 
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$.99 Long Island Tea
$.99 Bud & Bud Light Drafts
$1.49 Domestic Longnecks
(all day Every Tuesday)
(prices are valid with any food purchase)
C o n t i n u e d  f r o m  f r o n t  p a g e
Chief Financial Officer Ann 
Mead said Western is monitoring 
the possible increase on the state 
and federal levels.
Richards said he’d like the state 
law to mirror the federal law.
Richards said he supports the 
increase.
“$5.15 is just not enough,” 
he said.
Western put enough money 
in the budget for an increase to 
$6.50, Mead said.
The projected cost for an 
increase is $410,000, as the federal 
language is currently stated, 
President Gary Ransdell said.
“It’s a good thing, but it’s an 
expensive thing,” he said.
Caneyville senior Kyanna 
Coffee said she makes $5.55 as 
a resident assistant in Southwest 
Hall, but it can be hard to pay 
bills.
Henderson senior Latoya 
Johnson said it can be hard 
working for minimum wage 
when it’s your only source of 
income.
The increase will help 
improve the quality of life 
for some Western employees, 
Ransdell said.
Economists believe that a 
minimum wage increase will 
result in higher unemployment 
in low-wage states such as 
Kentucky, said Brian Strow, 
city commissioner and assistant 
economics professor.
Businesses might have to 
fire employees or slow down 
the hiring process, he said.
An increase would tighten 
the city’s budget and could limit 
the number of projects it can 
take on, Strow said.
The U.S. Senate passed the 
federal bill, 94 to 3. 
Sen. Mitch McConnell, R-
Ky., voted yes to the bill.
“We look forward to 
working with the House of 
Representatives to send a final 
bill to the president that will 
be a victory for both those who 
earn the minimum wage and 
those who pay it,” McConnell 
said in a press release.
Sen. Jim Bunning, R-Ky., 




C o n t i n u e d  f r o m  f r o n t  p a g e
Fort Campbell freshman 
Jenna Smith is required to have 
a meal plan. 
She said it’s difficult to eat 
as a vegetarian because of the 
limited choices available to her.
It costs Smith $2 extra at 
certain locations for meals on her 
plan that accommodate her diet.
Smith said she’ll probably get 
a meal plan that has seven meals 
each week when she becomes 
a sophomore because of the 
convenience of getting meals 
while she is on campus.
Wal-Mart Assistant Manager 
Jessica Glenn said vegetarian 
students can get more choices 
at grocery stores because of the 
more diverse selections.
Junior Doo-Yong Kim and 
sophomore Hana Lee, both from 
Seoul, South Korea, get their 
meals through Big Red dollars.
Most international students 
don’t use meal plans because 
their food choices are limited by 
the diet they maintain, Kim said.
He said the price of food 
on campus is worth it, but the 
food’s health content isn’t good 
for them.
“The calories are more than 
our food,” Kim said. “My 
freshman year, I gained 30-40 
pounds.”
 
Herald reporter Alex Fontana 





Louisville junior Don Bacon, right, a resident assistant in Barnes-Campbell Hall, checks 
Bowling Green freshman Chris Austin into the dorm. “I would love President Bush if he raised 
the minimum wage,” Bacon said.
C o n t i n u e d  f r o m  f r o n t  p a g e
Current students can choose 
between plus/minus or the 
traditional scale.
Jeanne Johnson, Student 
Government Association president, 
said she and students she has talked 
to are opposed to plus/minus.
“The report states it harms 
more students than it helps,” she 
said. “How can you do that to 
our student body?”
Bowling Green junior 
Skylar Jordan, SGA  academic 
and student affairs director, is 
organizing a student protest for 
3:15 p.m. Thursday outside of 
Garrett Ballroom before the 
University Senate meeting. A 
Facebook event created for the 
protest showed at press time that 
26 people were attending.
“It’s our way to make sure that 
the University Senate sees the 
students, to make sure they know 
we’re not apathetic,” Jordan said.
SGA just voted on new 
University Senate representatives. 
SGA didn’t approve the new 
senators until the day after 
Committee on Academic Quality 
met and introduced the study.
Assistant Economics Professor 
Brian Strow introduced plus/
minus discussion in 2004.
“I expect GPAs to go up if we 
institute plus/minus,” he said.
He said he supports the system 
because it increases fairness and 
makes students work harder.
“I wanted to be able to reward 
higher grades,” he said.
Strow said he doesn’t think 
the study was accurate because 
it didn’t survey all students, and 
the system didn’t actually affect 
students’ grades.
The study’s report stated that 
32 percent of faculty members 
participated.
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Papa’s got the 3-point shot 
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Find out how thousands of people 
save lives & earn extra cash by 
donating plasma.  Plasma is used to 
manufacture unique medicines for 
people with serious illnesses.
“I don’t think people realize, for two hours 
a week, they can give someone a chance at 
life.  That’s priceless!”
www.dciplasma.com
Earn up to $170/ MonthShort on Cash?Donate Plasma!
It’s like having a part-time job without a boss
Bowling Green Biologicals
410 Old Morgantown Rd.
793-0425




ad for $5 
extra on your 
2nd and 4th 
Donations
Sometimes there’s more to Valentine’s Day than
 flowers and candy... Surpr  se
Marie Ellis
792-8421
Treat yourself and your friends to a 
Surprise Party. View lingerie, lotions 
and fun love stuff in the comfort of 
your home. Purchases are confidential 
and you take them home that night. 
For information or to book an 
entertaining and enlightening 
presentation call Surprise Parties 
today.







C o n t i n u e d  f r o m  p a g e  1 0
“We bounced back and beat 
up on a team that was one game 
away from the College World 
Series last year,” Finwood said.
Freshman pitcher Matt 
Ridings took the mound in his 
first collegiate start Sunday and 
allowed only five hits over five 
innings with two strikeouts.
“I had all my pitches 
working and I wasn’t nervous 
at all,” Ridings said. “I had a 
good defense behind me.”
“If your defense will 
make plays, you can focus on 
pitching,” he said.
A total of eight true freshmen 
made an appearance for the 
Toppers over the weekend. 
Despite its youthful face, 
Western limited its errors to just 
one for the entire tournament.
“You can’t ask for more than 
that,” Finwood said.
Hamilton said the team is 
pumped up and ready to play 
again. 
In their home season-
opening weekend, the Toppers 
host Miami (Ohio) at 2 p.m. 





C o n t i n u e d  f r o m  p a g e  1 0
about two hours a day, about 
four times a week at her parents’ 
15-acre farm. 
For the last eight years, 
Holdcraft has competed in 
about 40 rodeos a year in several 
states including Indiana, Illinois 
and Tennessee. 
“I just love the rush you get 
from it, especially when you 
have a good crowd and a good 
run,” she said.
While Holdcraft is the only 
Western student who competed 
Saturday night, she wasn’t the 
only woman to take up the 
cowgirl lifestyle. Holdcraft 
was one of 22 women who 
competed.
Vanderbilt student Jill Cooper 
also tries to balance the life as a 
student and rodeo cowgirl. 
Cooper said she got into 
competing because of her 
family. Her brothers compete 
in the Professional Rodeo 
Association and her dad, 
Jimmy Cooper, is a former 
rodeo world champion.
A Franklin, Tenn., native, 
Cooper, who rode her horse 
Chubby in the calf roping event, 
said the biggest challenge is 
overcoming her last name rather 
than being seen as an equal. 
“Sometimes when you do 
team roping events, the men 
will kind of wonder if you can 
hold your own, and I have to 
establish myself when I’m out 
there,” she said. “But really 
the last name Cooper has more 
pressure to it.”
For Michelle Miller from 
Rosemark, Tenn., a six-year 
rodeo veteran, juggling a full-
time job and competitions is 
worth the thrill.
“When I saw it (rodeo 
competition) on TV, I knew I 
wanted to do it,” Miller said. 
“The adrenaline from going 
that fast is unreal.” 
Returning to their horse 
trailers and disappointed by 
their performance, all three 
women still have an air of 
optimism. All three know they 
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Thanks WESTERN
for donating your books
Africato
for those who came to the 
Diversity Council Meeting
Remember
The Diversity Council meets every other 
Monday from 8pm-9pm in DUC 226
For additional 
information call the 
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•••••••••••••••••••
Stonehenge Properties 
1 & 2 bdrm. available. Ask 
about our move in specials. 
Call 320-6425
•••••••••••••••••••
Cabell Gardens Fall 2007 
Executive apartments, one 
block from WKU, 3 bdrm., 
$250 each, parking, W/D, all 
appliances. 1504 Park St. 
270-781-9182
•••••••••••••••••••
2 Bedroom cottage. 
1305 Magnolia. Central heat/
air, W/D, furnished. $475/mo.  
781-8307
•••••••••••••••••••
1328 Adams St., very nice, 2 
bedroom apt., $375/mo., no 
pets, lease and deposit 
required. Call 846-2397
•••••••••••••••••••
1, 2 & 3 Bdrms. New 21 
Station Fitness Center and 
Business Center! Adjacent to 
WKU Shuttle! Call 842-4063 
cameronpark@bellsouth.net
•••••••••••••••••••
Apartment for sublease at 
Western Place. Furnished, 





The College Heights Herald screens 
ads for misleading or false claims but 
cannot guarantee any ad or claim. 
Please use caution when 
answering ads, especially when 













Rockfield United Methodist 
Church seeking part-time youth 
minister to oversee & adminster 
all elements of youth ministry. 
Call Pastor Doug Snyder. 
270-842-7788
•••••••••••••••••••
Dell Campus Reps Needed
Promote a top 30 company to 






seeking WKU student 
year-round in law office. Send 
resume and transcript to Att. 
Office Manager, 607 E. 10th 
Ave., BG, KY 42101
•••••••••••••••••••
Hiring RN or LPN. 3-11 shift 
part-time or full-time. Apply in 
person. 1800 Weston Street.
•••••••••••••••••••
Publisher’s Notice: All real estate advertised in this newspaper is subject to the Fair 
Housing Act of 1968 which makes it illegal to advertise “any preference, limitation, 
or discrimination based on race, color, religion, sex, or national origin, handicapped 
status, families with children, or any intention to make such a preference, limitation 
or discrimination.” This newspaper will not knowingly accept any advertising for 
real estate which is in violation of the law. Our readers are hereby informed that all 
dwellings advertised in this newspaper are available on an equal opportunity basis. 
Please notify the Fair Housing Council at 502-583-3247 or 1-800-558-
3247 if you feel there has been a violation.
For Rent For Rent Help Wanted
4 Bedroom
 2 Bath House










I shot a short film in 
Bowling Green recently called 
“The Painter” (5 Minutes). 
It is entered into OTL Reality 
Series. We are trying to get as 
many hits as possible. 
You can go to my direct link 
and view the film http://films.
thelot.com/films/1938
•••••••••••••••••••
Guys and girls haircuts $5.00. 
Barber College of South 
Central Kentucky. 782-3261
•••••••••••••••••••
Like to network? Are you a 
leader? Join a 100 yr. old com-






1 BR $519; 2 BR $579
3 Minutes to Campus!
New Hardwood! Sparkling 
Pool! Now Pre-Leasing for 




2 Bdrm Apt. including washer/
dryer. All electric. $250 Move 
In Special. Call 782-1863.
•••••••••••••••••••
Close to WKU. 1 Bedroom 
apartment. $325/mo. + deposit 
& some utilities. Call 796-7949
•••••••••••••••••••
2 Bdrm Apt. Nice, clean, 
modern, appliances furnished, 
W/D hookup. All electric. Next 
to WKU. Off Street Parking 
with security lights. No pets. 




Part-time front desk 
position available!
Tuesday and Thursday









Used hotel furniture. Credenza 
$20. Nightstand & desks $15. 
Headboard $5. Available 
anytime Mon. through Sat. 
8 - 4:30 at the Fairfield Inn. 

















Seasons of Elegance Events
by Design
(Style, Grace, and Impeccable Taste)
Wayne Jenkins 
Owner & Event Planner
Martha Simpson 
Event Planner
Call for appointment TODAY!
270-393-1900
www.seasonsofelegance.com
7100 Russellville Rd  ·  781-2563
Monday- Friday: 8 am- 5 pm
10% off
collision repairs to all 
Western students & 
faculty
Free estimates
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A.J. Slaughter added 10 as the 
Toppers shot 48 percent from 
the field, including six-for-15 
from three-point range. 
“We came out and took care 
of the ball,” Lee said. “Coach 
has been emphasizing that in 
practice, and we did a good job 
not getting sped up by their half-
court traps and their pressure.”
Freshmen Slaughter and 
Evans were key to Western’s win 
as they have been all season.
In 26 games, Evans leads 
the team in blocks (36) and 
rebounds (138) and is shooting 
63 percent from the field.
Slaughter hasn’t put up the 
same kind of numbers, but 
he has earned the respect and 
confidence of Horn. 
“I think A.J. has been 
terrific,” Horn said. “He’s got a 
lot more offensive freedom that 
other freshmen would because 
I think he can really score the 
basketball.”
The Toppers return to action 
Wednesday in a 7 p.m. match-
up with Florida Atlantic in 
Diddle Arena. 
Reach Ed Lukins 
at sports@wkuherald.com.
C o n t i n u e d  f r o m  p a g e  1 0
Senior guard Tifany Zaragoza 
tied a career high with 22 points 
Sunday to lead Western. 
“I think we were a little bit 
better prepared today,” she said. 
“We attacked the press really well. 
Better than the last game. I don’t 
even think it was that, I think it 
was just too many mistakes.”
Junior forward Crystal Kelly 
(14 points, seven rebounds) and 
freshman guard Kenzie Rich were 
forced to watch the final minutes 
of the game on the bench after 
both fouled out with less than 
three minutes remaining.
The two leading scorers for 
MTSU, Amber Holt (24 points) 
and Chrissy Givens (22 points), 
played all 40 minutes for MTSU.
“They beat us twice,” 
Kelly said. “Both here and (in 
Murfreesboro). I just want the 
opportunity to play them again 
and beat them.”
The Lady Toppers stay home 
this week for a 7 p.m. Thursday 
contest with Florida Atlantic.
Reach David Harten
at sports@wkuherald.com.
C o n t i n u e d  f r o m  p a g e  1 0
“I’d rather have everyone 
contribute on offense than have a 
great game pitching,” Rogge said. 
“You know you can win that way.”
Rogge held tough again in the 
sixth when the Bulls had the tying 
and go-ahead runs on. Rogge shut 
down the next two batters, forcing 
a fly out and earning a strikeout. In 
the seventh, she retired the Bulls on 
two strikeouts and a ground out.
Rogge ended the weekend 
with 29 strikeouts in 24 innings 
and an ERA of zero.
“I thought I’d have at least one 
(earned run).” Rogge said.
Rogge was named the Sun 
Belt Conference Pitcher of the 
Week yesterday. 
The Lady Toppers opened 
their weekend with a pair of 
one-run losses to Virginia 
and South Florida. Saturday, 
however Western bounced back 
with a pair of one-run wins to 
earn a spot in the championship 
game against South Florida.
“The team came back out 
and swung the bat a lot harder,” 
Lawson said.
The Lady Toppers face 
Winthrop and Georgia Friday in 




Tennis teams sweep 
competition over the 
weekend
The men’s and women’s 
tennis teams each faced stiff 
competition last weekend, 
with both squads picking up 
sweeps. 
On Friday night, the men 
did not drop a single set in their 
7-0 shutout win over Indiana-
Southeast. The shutout was the 
men’s first of the season. 
The teams kept the pace 
at home Saturday at Total 
Fitness Connection sweeping 
Bellarmine. Both teams won 
5-2. No. 1 single Chad True 
improved to 4-0 on the year 
in both singles and doubles. 
Chad and Andy True won 8-
0 against Bellarmine’s Frank 
Turman and David Royer. 
“My game is really click-
ing right now. Timing is good, 
shots are dropping right where 
I want them,” True said. “But, I 
would like to hit more penetrat-
ing shots with my approach to 
the net.”
Early Sunday morning, 
Holly Kell proved the decid-
ing factor in a team win of 4-3 
against Cumberland. With the 
team score at 3-3, Kell held on 
to a 6-4, 7-6 victory. The Lady 
Toppers boosted their record to 
3-0 for the 2007 season. 
    
— Ryne Dunkelberger
Sprinters set records  
in two events
Western’s track and field 
teams split this weekend, with 
the sprinters competing in the 
Iowa State Classic in Ames, 
Iowa and the distance and field 
athletes going to the MTSU 
Valentine Invitational.
Senior Carita Cole set a 
school record in the wom-
en’s 60-meter with a time of 
7.53 seconds at the Classic. 
The women’s 4x400-meter 
relay team also set a school 
record in Ames with a time 
of 3:46.83.
The teams had several top-
10 finishes at MTSU, includ-
ing four out of the top five 
spots in the women’s mile, 
and claiming victories in the 
women’s 3,000-meter and the 
women’s weight throw.
“I think we had a good 
dress rehearsal before the 
championships,” coach Curtiss 
Long said. “Now we need to 
recharge our batteries and give 
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Notable
•Western’s 4-2 victory Friday over 
UNC-Wilmington marked the team’s 
first season-opening win since it 
defeated Central Florida 4-2 to open 
the 2003 season
      Sports editor Jason Stamm:
sports@wkuherald.com





nip No. 22 USF 
to win tourney
By An d r e w ro B i n s o n
Sports reporter
The title sponsor of this weekend’s tournament couldn’t 
describe the Lady Toppers’ play in Tampa, Fla., any better.
Best Western.
After losing their first two games, the Lady Toppers (3-2) 
turned things around, winning three in a row, including a 4-3 
win Sunday in the championship over host South Florida (3-
2), ranked No. 22 by USA Today/NFCA D-I Top 25 Poll.
Led by a balanced attack from its bats, Western scored 
two runs in the fifth inning to take the lead and hold on to it 
from there.
“That’s the makeup of our team,” coach Rachel Lawson 
said. “Everyone can hit and run in situations.”
The Lady Toppers gave up three runs early off a defensive 
error, but thanks to nine hits from six Western batters, the 
Lady Toppers were able to overcome the early deficit. Senior 
outfielder Alana Towns finished the day 2-4 with an RBI.
“The team did a good job of maintaining their compo-
sure,” Lawson said.
Despite giving up the early runs, sophomore pitcher Ryan 
Rogge pitched a complete game, giving up three runs on just 
five hits with no earned runs. Rogge struck out three and 
walked two. 
S e e  T o u r n e y ,  P a g e  9
Lone Star Rodeo brings out 
the best in Western’s cowgirls
By An d r e w McnA M A r A
Herald reporter
In a steady, slow trot, 
Lauren’s Baby Faye warmed up 
for her race. Mounted on top of 
the coffee-cream buckskin quar-
ter horse sits Lauren Holdcraft, 
a freshman from Rockvale, 
Tenn., whose calm confidence 
increased with each stride.
Upstairs there is a differ-
ent scene. Tension built in 
Holdcraft’s mom, Pam, as the 
ninth rider in the barrel races 
finishes her run; nerves are taut 
like a frozen rubber band. 
The Lone Star Rodeo 
“Young Guns” tour rode into the 
Agricultural Exposition Center 
and hosted four shows over the 
weekend. Holdcraft was one of 
more than 370 performers from 
all over the Southeast who com-
peted in eight different events, 
including bareback bronco riding, 
steer wrestling and 
breakaway roping. 
The gate flung 
open and her 
mother gasped as 
Holdcraft round-
ed the first bar-
rel. The crowd 
cheered louder as 
the local-county 
woman started the 
final straightaway sprint. 
Galloping faster and kicking 
dirt higher, Lauren’s Baby Faye 
followed Holdcraft’s commands 
back to the starting gate. Her 
time of 14.36 seconds is not good 
enough to win but encourages the 
cowgirl to ride again. 
An interior design major, 
Holdcraft doesn’t fit the John 
Wayne cowboy image, but 
to suggest that to her will 
only get her to 
lean back and 
chuckle.
Pam Holdcraft 
said it’s Lauren’s 
spirit that allows 
her to succeed in 
a sport like bar-
rel racing. 
“Oh yeah, I 
mean you got to 
have a special kind of personality 
to compete like this,” she said. 
“You just can’t put any kid on a 
horse and expect them to ride.” 
Lauren Holdcraft said some 
people might not realize the work 
and stress that goes into preparing 
for a competition. She practices
S e e  r o d e o ,  P a g e  7
By ed Lu k i n s
Herald reporter
Before a sea of red in Diddle Arena and in front of a 
national audience, the Toppers got a much-needed win 
Saturday over Middle Tennessee (12-14, 7-8 SBC).
Four Western players scored in the double digits as the 
Toppers beat the Blue Raiders, 65-53, in a game televised 
on ESPN2.
Freshman center Jeremy Evans scored 11 points on 
five-for-five shooting to go along with nine rebounds, four 
blocked shots and a career-high-tying three steals.
The Toppers pulled ahead for good with just over four 
minutes to go in the first half and maintained a steady lead 
for much of the rest of the game.
The win snapped a two-game losing streak for the 
Toppers, who improved to 18-9 and 10-5 in the Sun Belt 
Conference.
MTSU fell to 12-14 overall and 7-8 in the conference.
“It was a good win for our team because of the way 
that we won,” coach Darrin Horn said. “Middle Tennessee 
really makes you execute and makes you work hard on the 
defensive end, too.”
Junior forward Courtney Lee and junior guard Tyrone 
Brazelton scored 11 points as well, and freshman guard
S e e  S T r e a k ,  P a g e  9
Western snaps losing streak
By dA v i d HA r t e n
Herald reporter
To the fans in Diddle Arena Sunday, it may have seemed like 
Western and Middle Tennessee State switched jerseys at halftime.
The Lady Toppers shot 36 percent from the field in the second 
half, falling to MTSU 78-63. The Blue Raiders shot 59 percent 
over the same frame.
Western shot 59 percent from the field to MTSU’s 44 percent 
in the first half.
The loss to the Blue Raiders, ranked No. 17 by The Associated 
Press, was the Lady Toppers’ fifth loss to a ranked opponent this 
season. 
“We just have to put together a 40-minute basketball game,” 
coach Mary Taylor Cowles said. “I feel like our first 20 minutes 
today were a lot better than on Dec. 27. But there were definitely 
some major letdowns in the second 20 minutes that allowed them 
to have that run that Middle Tennessee is very good at getting in 
a game.”
Despite the hot shooting in the first frame, the Lady Toppers 
(17-6, 11-3 Sun Belt Conference East Division) trailed the Blue 
Raiders (23-3, 15-0 Sun Belt East) 34-33 at halftime.
Western forced 16 turnovers, but committed 20 turnovers of 
their own. The Lady Toppers committed 34 in a 76-62 loss at 
MTSU on Dec. 27.
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MTSU blitzes Lady 
Tops in second half
Greg Barnette/Herald
Junior forward Charlotte Marshall tries to drive 
around MTSU senior forward Krystle Horton during 
Western’s 78-63 loss Sunday.
Shannon L. Zirkle/Herald
Lauren Holdcraft, a freshman from Rockvale, Tenn., races around the first barrel in the 
women’s barrel racing at the Lone Star Rodeo Saturday. She clocked in at 14.36 seconds.  
Greg Barnette/Herald
Junior forward Courtney Lee takes the ball past MTSU freshman guard Darren Avery during Western’s 65-53 win Saturday.
Baseball
Western falls 
in title game to 
South Carolina
By wi L L Pe r k i n s
Herald reporter
The baseball team overcame stiff competition and 
placed second at the Hughes Brothers Challenge in 
Wilmington, N.C., this weekend.
The Toppers (2-1) rounded out its opening weekend 
with an 11-5 victory over Oklahoma Sunday afternoon. 
It came a day after the team dropped a 12-0 decision to 
South Carolina, and two days after a 4-2 victory over the 
tournament’s host, UNC Wilmington.
Coach Chris Finwood said the team performed very 
well considering they’ve been limited in preseason prac-
tice because of recent weather conditions. 
“We’ve only had four intrasquad games and we 
haven’t had a chance to work on some things at all,” 
Finwood said.
The Toppers’ Friday victory over the Seahawks (0-3) 
marked the first time the team has won its season opener 
since its 4-2 victory over Central Florida in 2003.
Finwood said Saturday’s loss against South Carolina, 
ranked No. 4 in the latest USA Today/ESPN poll, can be 
attributed to the skill level of the Gamecocks.
“South Carolina was one of the most talented teams 
I’ve seen in 20 years,” Finwood said. “We pretty much had 
a clean game, the guys had clean hits.”
The Gamecocks (3-0) crossed home plate in seven sep-
arate innings while holding the Toppers to four total hits.
“They have guys that do everything in the field, and 
we faced a good pitcher,” senior designated hitter Casey 
Hamilton said. 
Junior pitcher Jay Brown struck out five Western bat-
ters over five innings.
Coming off Saturday’s loss, the Toppers found their 
swing and finished the tournament on a high note.
Sunday afternoon, Western scored four-plus runs in 
two innings and shutout the Sooners (2-4) through eight 
innings. 
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“You can’t just 
put any kid on a 
horse and expect 
them to ride.”
— Pam Holdcraft
 Mother of rodeo participant
Men’s basketball
Women’s basketball
—   A Col lege Heights  Hera ld Spec ia l  Sect ion • February  13,  2007   —
Shannon Zirkle/Herald
Louisville sophomore Eric Falls and Lexington sophomore Allie Marquardt meet between classes to spend a few moments together. “We just had a 
spark, and I just gave her a little kiss, and that was that,” Falls said. “That’s how we started going out.”
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Attraction
n Body, 3B
How biological attributes 
subconsciously attract and 
seduce potential lovers
n Mind, 2B
The mental workings of love 
and beauty through chemical 
processes
n Culture, 4B
How cultures around the world 
celebrate Valentine’s Day and 
how society is affected
Laws of
Sarah Dudik/Herald
Samantha Hillis, a sophomore from Lebanon, Tenn., and Andrew Ferrin, also from 
Lebanon, Tenn., enjoy a cup of coffee at Mugshotz in Bowling Green.  Ferrin still lives 
in Lebanon and comes down once or twice a week to spend time with Hillis.  “I have no 
complaints about her,” Ferrin said. 
Courtney Hergesheimer/Herald
Spanish Instructor Gustavo Obeso shares a moment with his seven-months pregnant 
wife, Maria Claudia, on Tuesday night at their home in Bowling Green.
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STAY out of trouble this year
order your 
Valentine’s Flowers Here!
Cindy’s Fl   wers & Gifts
1144 31-W By-Pass
Bowling Green, KY 42101
(270) 782-6538
(800) 657-6982
J A P A N E S E   C U I S I N E
Sakura
Dining In & Take Out 
1945 Scottsville Road
Bowling Green, Kentucky 42104
(In between Rafferty’s & Bejing)
270.781.1818 
NOW OPEN!
Limited ONE Coupon per Bill.
Cannot Combine W/Other Offers.
Limited ONE Coupon per Bill.
Cannot Combine W/ Other Offers.
BUY 1 GET 20% OFF  For Dinner ONLY
Party of 4 or MORE 
Expires 2/28/07
    ON VALENTINE’S DAY 
  BRING IN YOUR COUPONS AND TRY OUR GREAT FOOD TODAY!









What was your first kiss like?
Brian Preston
freshman
“Mine’s not fancy. I 
was just a pimp in ele-
mentary school. I don’t 
remember my first 
one. The girls used to 




“I was 12 at my boy-
friend’s birthday party. 
I was nervous. I didn’t 
know what to do. It 





“I was 15. She was 
one of my sister’s 
friends. My sister left, 
and we cuddled up 
and she kissed me. 





“It was fifth grade ... 





“It was the greatest 
sentimental value of 
my life. It was my last 
kiss as well; I believe I 
was 12.”
Dubuque, Iowa
By Ch r i s t i n a ho w e r t o n
Herald reporter
Relationships and magnets 
have more in common than one 
might think.
Magnets attract a charge 
opposite of their own; negatives 
attach to positive charges. 
In a relationship, charges are 
like personality characteristics 
and beliefs — they can be similar 
or completely different, accord-
ing to some experts. People are 
often attracted to someone with 
a different “charge” from their 
own, but that doesn’t always 
mean it’s going to work out.
Junior Dylan Nichols and 
freshman Whitney Buchanan, 
both from Paducah, said their 
relationship works because of 
those differences. 
Nichols said they share val-
ues even though their likes and 
dislikes are different.
Buchanan said their relation-
ship would be boring if they 
liked the same things. 
Opposites can attract, keep-
ing in line with the maxim, said 
Philosophy Professor Arvin 
Vos, who teaches a class on 
love and friendship.
“Variety is the spice of life,” 
he said.   
Different personalities are 
often complementary. They can 
enrich each other, Vos said. 
However, when opposite 
characteristics clash, the relation-
ship might become unhealthy.
For example, a person who’s 
the quiet type may like that role 
for a while but then want to be 
the talker, Vos said.
“(Then,) they fight like cats 
and dogs,” he said. 
According to an article in 
“The Journal of Personality and 
Social Psychology,” people tend 
to marry similar mates. 
A University of Iowa study 
of newlyweds found that simi-
larity in beliefs and values is 
more important in a relationship 
than similarities in personality 
traits, such as extroversion and 
organization.
Personality differences are 
more difficult in a committed 
relationship because couples 
spend more time together as the 
relationship progresses, accord-
ing to the article.
Vos said couples who have 
similar values tend to be more 
successful because people place 
a high importance on values.
Differences might not be 
noticed in the beginning of a 
relationship because people are 
initially attracted to what they 
can relate to.
Even though people are 
subconsciously strung by hor-
mones, attraction starts in the 
mind, Vos said. 
“The primary sex organ is 
between the ears,” Vos said. 
He said people tend to be 
aroused by emotion before 
physical attraction takes over. 
“Sex is healthy when the 
motivating element is love,” 
Vos said. 
Another motive for sexual 
attraction can be loneliness. 
People who are lonely some-
times seek sex to feel close to 
another person, he said. 
“The motives are often 
mixed,” Vos said. “It often 
takes time to figure out what 
the primary motive is.”
Vos said some women are 
attracted to men who do not treat 
them well. Some men are super-
ficially charming, Vos said.
An attention-seeker would 
be attracted to a charming per-
son because that person would 
seem loving and emotionally 
invested at first. 
“That is a natural trap,” he 
said. “I call it a bear trap.”
Both sexes can fall victim to 
the trap, Vos said.
Louisville sophomore Quenest 
Harrington said that women who 
flock to jerks are attracted to 
them because they do not want 
to date a “push-over.”
Harrington has dated guys 
who seemed sweet at first, but 
then deceived her.
“They are good with words,” 
she said.   
Reach Christina Howerton 
at features@wkuherald.com.
The Laws of Attraction
MIND
Love is a force of nature
What pulls people together might push them apart
Photo illustration by Sarah Dudik/Herald
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Love is as simple as looking in the mirror
Column
I’ve never been in love. 
Now don’t start planning 
the pity party just yet. Since 
I’ve never fallen blissfully into 
it, I have no idea what I’m 
missing. 
I’ve never known the joy of 
accepting someone just as they 
are or found myself stuck in the 
toilet paper aisle wondering if 
they’d prefer 2- or 4-ply. 
I’ve never been blinded by 
love so much that I can embrace 
someone despite their snaggle-
tooth or curious freckle pattern 
that resembles a pterodactyl 
(or Madonna, depending on the 
lighting).
I have yet to routinely priori-
tize a lover’s wants and needs 
with mine, especially when 
choosing a movie to rent or 
deciding who gets dibs on the 
bathroom.
My disinterest has gotten 
so bad that 
my friends 
have given 
up on playing 
Cupid. They 
try to set me up 
with charming 
potential lov-
ers, but I’m apparently immune 
to the intoxicating effects of 
good chemistry. 
I’m underwhelmed by the pros-
pect of finding my soulmate.
There was a time when I 
thought I was incapable of devel-
oping feelings for someone on 
that level. Or worse, that I might 
be asexual (imagine explaining 
that one to 
your parents).
But then I 
realized I’ve 
been wrong all 
along — I’m 
actually in love 
with myself.
I think my newly realized 
infatuation is already starting to 
annoy some people, but I can’t 
help but talk about myself a lot. 
What am I supposed to do, hide 
my newfound love?
Truth be told, I’m not real-
ly even sure why this crush 
developed.
I’m not the coolest person I 
know. Or the hottest. I cuss too 
much, my burps stink and I’m a 
little self-absorbed.
There’s even a rogue hair 
on my back that always grows 
back no matter how many times 
I pluck it.
Normally, a total turn-off.
But this time, all of that is 
trumped by love.
I think I’m sweet on myself 
because I know that the feeling is 
totally mutual. I rarely ever doubt 
my affection for me, and I know 
I’ll never screw myself over.  
I’ll never get so comfort-
able with myself that I’ll gain 
weight. I’ll never cheat on me.
Yeah, l make myself mad 
sometimes. And on rare but 
necessary occasions, I lie to 
myself. But nobody’s perfect.
And until I find someone 
who’s worth risking all that for, 
I’m going to be head over heels 
for me.
Joey Leslie is a senior news/
editorial journalism major from 
Pikeville and a features report-






“I’m underwhelmed by 
the prospect of finding 
my soulmate.”
By Co r e y Pa u l
Herald reporter
It might be more than his 
personality.
When it comes to physical 
attraction, the subconscious 
notices more in potential mates 
than prospective lovers might 
realize.
It could be his jaw.
Or the depth of his eyes. 
Or even his body odor.
Studies show a web of psy-
cho-evolutionary developments, 
hormones and neurotransmitters 
that influence sexual attraction 
among humans.
They’re unconscious forces, 
said Professor Katrina Phelps, 
who teaches psychology of sex-
uality.
And various cultural and 
social influences affect the 
prominence of these forces.
“There’s no general answer 
for which features people look 
for,” Phelps said. “Different 
people prefer different body 
types.” 
Some of those preferences 
are rooted in evolution, Phelps 
said.
The “rugged look” in men 
— a square jaw, broad shoul-
ders, deep-set eyes and defined 
noses — suggests high levels 
of testosterone, Phelps said. 
Testosterone is a factor in a 
strong immune system. 
Phelps said the rugged look 
suggests a potential father 
who’s genetically equipped to 
stick around and pass healthy 
traits to his children.
Men fancying women with 
big hips, round eyes and full 
lips might not realize they’re 
oohing at the manifestation of 
high estrogen levels. 
Estrogen conveys fertility, 
Phelps said. Big hips are ideal 
for breeding.
Some features are desired for 
both sexes.
An open-mouth smile, open 
eyes and an arched back signals 
a readiness for romance to both 
sexes, Phelps said. 
Both sexes are attracted to 
faces with few distinct fea-
tures, Sociology Professor Joan 
Krenzin said.
Some of the oddest traits, 
such as body odor, can send 
signals for ideal mates.
National Geographic reported 
last February a study by Claus 
Wedekind at the University of 
Switzerland in which women 
were asked to sniff sweaty T-
shirts worn by different men. 
Wedekind found that women 
are drawn to genotypes most 
different from their own.
Genetic diversity of par-
ents lowers the chances of 
abnormalities in their children, 
making scent a useful tool for 
women.
To many women, on the other 
hand, the thought of stinky men 
might just be gross.
Cultural, social and indus-
trial developments might limit 
the power that unconsciously-
detected forces have on mating, 
Krenzin said. 
“I think we are moving away 
from our instincts,” Krenzin 
said.
If people followed only their 
biological urges, couples would 
mate in their teens, said Associate 
Professor Robert Dietle, who 
teaches history of sexuality. For 
reasons such as financial secu-
rity, most people marry in their 
mid-to-late twenties.
“I think culture can exercise 
a strong restraint on our biologi-
cal impulses,” Dietle said.
As cultures change, so do 
rules of attraction, Krenzin said.
In the early 1900s, the ideal 
European woman was buxom 
and strong enough to work 
a farm to support a family, 
Krenzin said. 
Now that fewer women are 
expected to fill that role, fragil-
ity is seen as beautiful, Krenzin 
said.
In the media now, men are 
typically slender, muscular and 
project authority, Dietle said.
Media women are usually 
adventurous seductresses and 
thin-hipped supermodels — not 
necessarily exhibiting a fertility 
appeal. 
Biological impulse and 
social influences aside, most 
people are pragmatic maters 
when evaluating detectable 
physical attributes, Dietle said. 
They have to be.
“If we all had to find a 




The Laws of Attraction
BODY
More than just a pretty face
Photo illustration by Sarah Dudik/Herald
Appearance is just part of physical attraction
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  Bring in your 
  Valentine for a 
 Romantic Dinner!
Lunch Served M-F  11-2
Dinner Served M-T  5-9
Friday Dinner Served 5-10





  Gift Cards 
2341 Russellville Road, #106




  For Valentine’s Day
Forever Florals
& giftsFull Service FloristOpen 7 Days A Week
CREDIT CARDS ACCEPTED BY PHONE
www.foreverfloralsandgifts.com
See designs and prices on website.
Valentine Special
Call by Monday, Feb. 13 and 
receive 
FREE DELIVERY
Also for Valentine’s Day:
781-2160  -or-   202-0161
Not just a dozen roses, get 
ANY SIZE arrangement, bears, 
candy and balloons for your 
sweetie!
The Laws of Attraction
CULTURE
By Je n n i f e r Do o p e r
Herald Reporter
Finding the right person to 
date can be a virtually exhaust-
ing task.
Hundreds of Web sites exist 
to aid people who are searching 
for the relationships that elude 
them when they’re not on the 
computer.
Karl Laves, interim direc-
tor of counseling and testing 
services, said finding people 
online is neither good nor 
bad.
“I get concerned when some-
one says, ‘I’m in a deep, loving 
relationship with someone that 
I’ve never seen,’” he said. “My 
advice is that at some point 
you’ve got to sit down face-to-
face.”
According to pewinternet.
com, 11 percent of all Internet 
users and 37 percent of single 
people who are looking for a 
relationship have gone to an 
online dating Web site.
Some heart-hunters turn to 
social networking Web sites for 
similar outcomes.
Guthrie senior Matt Young’s 
relationship of two and a half 
years with Liz Stewart, a 
junior at Belmont University 
in Nashville, began with a mes-
sage on MySpace two summers 
ago.
It took them three weeks to 
realize they wanted to meet in 
person.
First, they sent messages to 
each other through MySpace.
Then they communicat-
ed through America Online 
Instant Messenger and phone 
calls.
Young, who describes him-
self as reserved, 
said Internet con-
versation helped 
him be more com-
fortable meeting 
Stewart in person.
“It broke the 
ice as far as being 
able to communi-
cate,” he said.
“If I would 
have met her in person I may 
have never seen her again,” he 
said.
Bowling Green freshman 
Jessica Durrant rekindled an 
old flame after 
she started talk-







seven years ago 
at a church camp. 
He was her first kiss.  
Durrant found Major on 
Facebook last semester, but she 
was hesitant about adding him 
as a friend.
“I didn’t know if I should 
add him because I didn’t know 
if he would remember me,” she 
said.
Durrant asked to be his 
friend, and the two met each 
other at Keeneland Racetrack in 
Lexington after a month of talk-
ing on the Internet.
Major spent an hour looking 
for Durrant. They finally met 





Internet love searches bring results for some
“If I would have 
met her in person 
I may have never 
seen her again.”
— Matt Young 
Guthrie senior
By He a t H e r ry a n
Herald reporter
Shu-Yuan Liu was disappointed 
when she didn’t receive anything for 
Valentine’s Day from her boyfriend 
Hirotaka Mizushima last year.
Liu is a graduate student from 
Taipei, Taiwan, where people cele-
brate Valentine’s Day the same way 
as in America. Mizushima, however, 
is a senior from Osaka, Japan, where 
Valentine’s Day is celebrated a little 
differently. 
In Japan, women give gifts to men they 
have romantic feelings for on Feb. 14 
and a month later, on White Valentine’s 
Day, the men return the favor.
Liu, not knowing the Japanese tradi-
tion, got upset when she gave Mizushima 
a picture of the two of them and choco-
lates for the holiday and received noth-
ing in return.
“I blamed him because my gift was 
delayed for one month,” Liu said.
This is just one example of confusion 
that can occur when different parts of 
the world celebrate Valentine’s Day in 
different ways.
Taiwan and Japan are not the only 
places the romantic celebration varies.
India did not celebrate the holiday 
until the ‘90s because it was seen as too 
western, according to BBC News.
Today, its popularity is rising because 
of the economic prosperity that comes 
to many shops on the day, according to 
BBC.
Lovers put henna tattoos on their 
bodies to celebrate their love for each 
other, as well as other holidays and 
other events. It’s mostly women who 
wear the intricate patterns, according 
to BBC.
“Bridal Mehndi” is henna that is 
applied all over a woman’s body on her 
wedding day.
In Mexico, Colombia and many other 
Latin-American countries, “El Día del 
Amor y la Amistad” is celebrated. It 
translates to “The day of love and friend-
ship.” People celebrate by giving gifts to 
their sweethearts and friends, according 
to inside-mexico.com. It occurs on the 
same day many Americans celebrate 
love, Feb. 14.
Couples exchange balloons, flowers 
and chocolates with one another. These 
gifts have phrases on them such as “Para 
mi amor” (for my love) and “Te Amo” 
(I love you), according to inside-mexico.
com.
In some countries, Valentine’s Day is 
banned. In Saudi Arabia, a person can be 
arrested for selling red roses and other 
gifts on Valentine’s Day, according to 
Reuters.com.
To Yousef Albdiwi, a senior from 
Jeddah, Saudi Arabia, Feb. 14 is just 
another day.
“We are not allowed to celebrate the 
day because it is not an Islamic holiday,” 
Albdiwi said.
He said Saudi Arabia is one of the 
strictest Muslim countries, therefore they 
are only allowed to celebrate Ramadan 
(the holy month) and Hajj (a pilgrimage 
to Mecca, one of the holy cities).
However, Albdiwi said some people 
celebrate anyway. Usually married cou-
ples will go out to dinner or buy each 
other gifts to celebrate unofficially, he 
said.
Despite cultural differences, every 
country, state and person has their own 
way of celebrating romance. For many, 
like Liu and Mizushima, love goes 
far beyond flowers and chocolates on 
Valentine’s Day.
The two plan on getting married in a 
year or two.
“I think Valentine’s Day is the day 
I can be a princess,” Liu said. “Trust is 
the most important thing about love. I 









Photo illustration by Sarah Dudik/Herald
Valentine’s Day International Style — How Other Countries Celebrate
u Denmark — Valentine’s Day cards are known as “lover’s cards” because early cards were trans-
parent and when held up to a light would project a picture of a man handing a woman a gift. Pressed 
white flowers called Snowdrops are another popular gift to exchange. Men may also send a valentine 
called a gaekkebrev, or “joking letter,” where a romantic rhyme is written but no name is signed. The 
signature consists of dots that correlate to the amount of letters in the sender’s name. If the woman 
who received the card guesses the sender, she is rewarded with an egg on Easter.
u Scotland — At this festival, there is an equal number of unmarried males and females, each of 
whom write their name (or a made-up name) on a piece of paper which is then folded and placed 
into a hat — one hat for the women and one for the men. The women then draw a name from the 
hat containing the men’s names and vice versa, it is expected that the male partner with the female 
who selected his name. This rite having been completed, the company split up into couples and gifts 
are given to the women.
Source: Hershey’s Candy Web site
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Happy Inn
We Deliver!




$4.50$1 Domestic Long Necks (Always)
FREE In-Campus Delivery Minimum
Band and Private Party SPace 
Available (Up to 150 people.)
just
YOU
can rent Happy Inn 
for partIes! Call for 
more information.
782-5429
$ 2.00 OFF 10 Session Package
First 10 new customers get a FREE tan
FREE Lotion Packette w/ any Package Purchase
Tanning Salon
-For Men & Women-
• Experienced Cosmetologists 
Codie Bennett & Holly Carter
• 7 Tanning Beds.
• NEW! Spring Lotions are in to 
Maximize Your Tan!
Walk-ins Welcome 
or  Call 745-6155
Located on Ground Floor of 
Bates Runner
We accept Big Red Dollars, Master 
Card, Visa and personal checks.
     Mom & Dad can order
 your package over the 




   ARE IN!
 HOT!
A Package for your SWEETHEART!
7 TANS & Bottle of Lotion $ 30.00!
Hair and 
Students deal with dating disasters
By St e p h a n i e Ke e n e
Herald reporter
Almost everyone remembers 
their first date, the first time 
they got a kiss from their crush, 
or the first time they got a note 
in class that asked “do you like 
me? check yes or no.” 
But what about those not-so-
sweet memories? How many 
people remember the first time 
they were stood up, or the first 
time their date left them for 
someone else at the dance? 
For as many romantic dates as 
people have had, there have been 
just as many dates from hell.
kkk
Louisville freshman 
Shalanna Taylor said her worst 
date occurred last year.
She went to the movies to see 
“Madea’s Family Reunion” with 
a guy she had met at work.
Taylor thought the date was 
going well, until her date thought 
he was funnier than the movie.
“He just kept being loud 
and cracking jokes no one in 
the movies was laughing at,” 
she said. “He was acting ghetto 
beyond ghetto.”
When the movie was over, 
Taylor said she was mortified. 
She was so embarrassed by her 
date that she cut it short and she 
had an attitude with him on the 
way back to her house.
kkk
Sighing and laughing, 
Henderson junior Alexandra 
Booze recalled an awful date 
she went on about four years 
ago. She was excited about the 
date, but it started out bad from 
the beginning.
“First, he picked me up and 
was drunk,” she said. “I was 
scared for my life while he was 
driving.”
Booze thought the date might 
get better after safely making it 
to their destination, the Olive 
Garden.
The dinner and conversation 
were fine, but drama ensued 
when it was time to pay. Booze 
expected that her date would 
pay, but he had other plans. He 
didn’t bring any money and 
wanted Booze to pay for both of 
their meals. After a bit of argu-
ing, Booze eventually paid for 
both meals with her credit card.
On the ride back to her house, 
her date began cursing at her for 
being mad that she had to pay 
for both of their dinners. 
“When we finally got to my 
house, he didn’t even stop the 
car,” Booze said. “I literally had 
to jump out of the car.”
kkk
Nashville sophomore 
Kimberlee Robinson had her 
own horror story. Robinson went 
out with a man a little more than 
a year ago who didn’t tell her 
that he had broken up with his 
girlfriend a few days before.
He ran into his ex-girlfriend 
while on their date at the mov-
ies. Robinson said her date’s ex 
looked her up and down, trying 
to intimidate her.
Robinson’s date tried to 
ignore his ex until she began 
arguing with him, asking why 
he didn’t acknowledge her.
Robinson said she thought 
the drama had ended when 
they went into the theater. But 
the date’s ex called during the 
movie, and he left Robinson 
alone in the movie theater for 
more than half an hour.
When he came back, he gave 
Robinson a half-hearted apolo-
gy, saying his ex said she need-
ed to talk and couldn’t wait. 
Robinson was so angry about 
the situation that she cut the 
date short and never answered 
the man’s phone calls again.
kkk
Hodgenville sophomore 
Ashley Litsey’s worst date 
ended before it started.
Litsey was excited about her 
first real date and spent hours 
getting ready. Then, the clock 
continued to tick, and her date 
never showed. 
Finally, when the wait was 
unbearable, Litsey called his 
house and his father said he was 
outside mowing the lawn.
When she spoke to her date, 
he said his dad convinced him 
to do some yard work, and he 
forgot about the date.
“I should have known,” 
Litsey said. “He was a different 
kind of guy. I mean his name 
was Kris with a K.”
Those dates were the last for 
these ill-fated couples. There 
were no second dates for any 
of them.
Reach Stephanie Keene 
at features@wkuherald.com.
How I Would Have Escaped: A 
Features Editor’s Perspective
Situation 1
Unfortunately, it is a sad but true fact that 
women tend to mature physically and 
mentally earlier than their counterparts. In 
this situation, I would have probably left 
in the same fashion. But I might add that 
if he can’t behave appropriately in public, 
maybe he shouldn’t be in public.
Situation 2
First of all, no date is worth risking your 
life over. And if this guy doesn’t want to 
start picking his dates up via bicycle, he’d 
better start driving safely. In this scenario, 
I wouldn’t have even gotten into the car, 
unless it was to drive him home.
Situation 3
This is a tricky situation for anyone. If he 
has unfinished issues with his ex of three 
days, he needs to deal with them on his 
time, not yours. And if he took you out to 
make his ex jealous, then you ended up 
tangled in a triangle you never asked for. 
My advice? Ask him to be honest about 
what he wants, and go with your instinct. 
Situation 4
Being stood up is something everybody 
dreads but rarely expects. Next time you 
plan a date with someone new, have a 
back-up plan. Find out if your girlfriends 
are going out that night or if there’s a 
party later so you don’t waste all that 
preparation if he never shows. And 
don’t think much into getting stood up. 
Whatever the reason, it’s not as bad as 
you think, and it’s his loss anyway.
— A. Layne Stackhouse
features editor
Need a movie? Snuggle up with one of these films
By Wi l l i a m pl o c h a n d 
a. la y n e St a c K h o u S e
Herald reporters
Whether you’re snuggling with 
a significant other or avoiding the 
holiday hype, Valentine’s Day 
can be enjoyed by all, whether 
you’re single or involved. 
We’ve put together a list of 
movies for the national celebra-
tion of love. So grab the pop-
corn, keep cozy under a blanket 
and watch movies that appre-
ciate both the pitfalls and the 
wonder of romance.
For happy couples:
“Amélie” — A vivid col-
lage of crafty characters and 
stunning imagery set in Paris, 
where an energetic woman 
pursues a shy man.
“An American in Paris” — 
Of all the splashy musicals to come 
from Hollywood in the 1950s, this 
is the most genuinely moving. 
“The Apartment” — Jack 
Lemmon gives lonely bachelors 
reason to hope in this funny, bitter-
sweet story of a desk jockey who 
yearns for a troubled co-worker.
“Breakfast at Tiffany’s” — 
The movie that gave us Audrey 
Hepburn’s most memorable 
character also gave us “Moon 
River” and one of cinema’s best 
kisses in the rain.
“Defending Your Life” 
— Love never dies — liter-
ally. After getting creamed by a 
bus, a man meets the woman of 
his dreams while justifying his 
existence in the afterlife.
“Eternal Sunshine of the 
Spotless Mind” — Two people 
who couldn’t live without each 
other only learn so after they 
erase each other from their own 
memories.
“The Philadelphia Story” 
— The best of Hollywood’s 
pre-WWII romantic screwball 
comedies, with a cast including 
Cary Grant, Katharine Hepburn 
and James Stewart.
“Roxanne” — Steve Martin’s 
best performance is on dis-
play in an update of “Cyrano 
de Bergerac” that preserves the 
play’s wit and heart.
“True Romance” — In this 
movie, love means never having 
to say you’re sorry, but it may 
mean having to kill pimps and 
sell cocaine.
“When Harry Met Sally” 
— Meg Ryan’s first roman-
tic comedy remains her most 
clever and true-to-life.
For happy singles:
“Annie Hall” — Woody 
Allen’s frighteningly honest 
look at modern relationships 
hasn’t aged a second since 
1977. A hilarious antidote to 
Hollywood’s countless sugar-
coated fantasies.
“Being John Malkovich” 
— In the real world, relation-
ships don’t always turn out the 
way you want them to, especial-
ly if they involve a portal that 
leads into a celebrity’s brain.
“Bonnie and Clyde” — A 
rebellious couple enjoys a cross-
country robbery spree, but the law 
eventually busts up the party.
“Bride of Frankenstein” — 
“Made” for each other, indeed. 
The ultimate story of society 
keeping a couple down.
“Chasing Amy” — A mod-
ern parable about how sexuality 
can frustrate love. Sex compli-
cates it even deeper.
“Fatal Attraction” — Some 
ex-lovers just don’t leave you 
alone. Others like to butcher 
rabbits and boil them. Either 
way, a restraining order helps.
“Psycho” — A young man is 
chronically shy around women, 
but always has his mother for 
support. Avoid the remake.
“Roman Holiday” — Audrey 
Hepburn was born to play a prin-
cess, and Gregory Peck is perfect 
as a journalist who liberates her 
from the palace walls. This movie 
balances fluff with reality.
“Romeo and Juliet” — 
Franco Zeffirelli’s 1968 ver-
sion of Shakespeare’s doomed 
romance does the best job of 
conveying the tragedy while 
keeping us awake.
“Vertigo” — Love is out of 
reach for a detective who thinks 
he can make a woman become 
another, who he lost. Obsession 
and anxiety has never been 
filmed so beautifully.
Reach the reporters 
at features@wkuherald.com.







definitely not be 
a second date...
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Source: U.S. Census Bureau Web site
Number of locations that pro-
duced nonchocolate confection-
ary products in 2004. They 
employed 22,234 people.
Number of locations producing 
chocolate and cocoa prod-





Total value in billions of ship-
ments in 2004 for firms pro-
ducing chocolate and cocoa 
products.
Total value in billions of ship-
ments in 2004 for firms produc-
ing nonchocolate confectionary 
products.
3,467
Number of confectionery and 
nut stores in the United States 
in 2004.
25.7
Pounds per capita consumption 
of candy by Americans in 2005.
21,667
 Number of florist companies 
nationwide in 2004. They 
employed 109,915 people.
Number of jewelry stores in the 
United States in 2004.
28,772
Amount in billions in jewelry 




Number of jewelry manufactur-
ing establishments in America.
Estimated number of marriages 
that take place each day in the 
United States.
6,000
Number of marriages performed 
in Nevada during 2005. It 
ranked fourth nationally in mar-
riages, even though its total 
population that year among 
states was 35th.
147,300
Estimated median ages at first 
marriage for women and men in 
the United States, respectively, 
in 2005.
25.3, 27.1
Percentages of American 
women and men, respectively, 




Number in millions of oppo-
site-sex cohabitating couples 
in 2005. These couples 
comprised 4.3 percent of all 
households.
Number of single men who 
are in their twenties for every 
100 single women of the same 
119
34
Number of single men age 65 
or older for every 100 single 
women of the same ages.
904
Number of dating service estab-
lishments nationwide as of 
2002.
By An d r e w McnA M A r A
Herald reporter
“Definitely,” “Of course” 
and “Yes” are some of the 
shortest sentences in the 
English language.
But to a man on bended 
knee waiting to hear one of 
them, the moment can last an 
eternity.
While a marriage proposal 
is normally thought of as an 
intimate moment, some people 
have decided to take the plunge 
into a life together in front of 
tens of thousands of people.
Some men decide to pay a 
small fee on a big chance by 
having their marriage proposal 
written on professional arena 
JumboTrons.
Western doesn’t allow fans 
to post personalized mes-
sages on the Diddle Arena 
JumboTron. 
This Valentine’s Day, 
Kenneth Zahn Jr. from 
Murfreesboro, Tenn., will 
propose to his girlfriend, 
Jessica Bates, at the Nashville 
Predators hockey game at the 
Gaylord Entertainment Center. 
It will be the couple’s third 
hockey game together.
“If I am going to propose, 
I’m going to go all out,” Zahn 
said. “I had seen it that way 
before, and I knew I wanted it 
to be the whole nine yards.”
During a stoppage time in 
the game, the message will be 
displayed on the big screen. 
But Zahn will also be given 
a microphone to ask over the 
public announcement system, 
and a camera crew will record 
the whole event, he said.
Banking on a yes, Zahn said 
he has also purchased a pair of 
white away jerseys with his last 
name and the number 07 on the 
back.
Zahn said the 
hockey games 
have been a spe-
cial part of their 
relationship since 
they met at church 
on Oct. 18.
“We normally 
go with her par-
ents, and it is just 
a real good family time, and 
it’s something we just both 
love doing,” he said. 
The cost to get a message 
posted on the JumboTron is a 
$50 donation to the Nashville 
Predator’s foundation, said 
Predators Community Relations 
Manager Rebecca Ward.
The messages “I love you” 
or “Will you marry me?” are 
displayed several times each 
season.
“Typically, we just put the 
message on the screen, but con-
sidering the holiday, we were 
happy to do a little something 
special,” Ward said.
At the United Center in 
Chicago, putting a message on 
the JumboTron is handled in a 
similar way.
The cost for a message 
is a $100 donation to the 
Blackhawk’s charitable foun-
dation, and messages are post-
ed throughout the game, Game 
Operations Intern Andrew 
Hernandez said. 
So far this sea-
son, there have been 
three marriage pro-
posals and several 
messages saying “I 
love you.”
At the Great 
American Ballpark in 
Cincinnati, the cost of 
a message is $35 per 
line plus a $3 Internet 
fee, said Russ Jenisch, director 
of scoreboard operations.
The message “I love you” 
or “will you marry me,” which 
is displayed at the end of the 
third inning of each home game 
probably goes up two or three 
times a game.
“My guess is the people just 
have some kind of special con-
nection to the game or the Reds, 
so they want to have their mar-





score high for some
“If I am going 
to propose, I’m 
going to go all 
out.”




Valentine’s Day means more than kisses and romance.
It means households and mer-
chandise in places, homes and 
businesses across the country.
The following numbers repre-
sent some of the facts and figures 
that make up Valentine’s Day in 
the United States.
2825 Scottsville Road 270-782-0300
SPIRITS & WINE SHOPPE
GREENWOOD  
Under New Ownership
Come join us for our weekly wine tasting on
Friday, February 9th & Saturday, February 10th
Widest Selection of Microbrewed Beer
Extensive Wine & Spirits Collection
Large selection of Cheeses













2530 Scottsville Rd | Old Hickory Building | Suite 15
(270)202-6463
Give hermore




-Real Vanilla Ice Cream Cake
Show your love 
with a Valentine 
Ice Cream Cake!
Valid at participating locations 
throughout the month and the 
month after. Limit one per person. 
Cannot be duplicated.
Visit Us Today! Pair you favorite flavor of Bruster’s Real Ice Cream with a layer of moist, rich cake and a deliciously gooey filling...
www.brusters.com
MORRIS JEWELRY





bracelet with our 
huge selection of 
charms!
Downtown on the Square - 408 East Main St - 866-638-2651




Visit wkuvisualvoice.com every Tuesday and Thursday 
for our lastest multimedia.
Featuring Videos, Photo Galleries, and Multimedia slideshows
Upcoming multimedia:
The Visual Voice shows the benefits of  walking and biking around the Hill
in their two part series: Health on the Hill
wkuvisualvoice.comwkuvisualvoice.com wkuvisualvoice.com wkuvisualvoice.comwkuvisualvoice.com
